
Keynote
speaker
Cathy McGowan
is a rural
consultant and
farmer from
Australia. Cathy
is a prominent
commentator
on rural affairs

in the national media, she serves as
policy advisor to Governments and
Ministers. She is the past President
of Australian Women in Agriculture
and co-ordinator of the Australian
Women in Horticulture project
which aims to increase the
representation of women in the
fruit and vegetable industries.

Matt Dempsey
is the editor of
the Irish Farmers
Journal, whose
mandate is the
well being of the
agricultural and
rural sector. 
It has a weekly
circulation of

approx. 75,000 copies.  He is a former
President of European Agricultural
Publishers and the Irish Grassland
Association.  Matt farms in Co Kildare.

Veronica
Canning
runs a 
c o n s u l t a n c y
service, which 
helps individuals
and organisations
to realise their
potential and
perform brilliantly.

Before setting up her own company
Veronica worked at senior
management level in a number of
organisations. including Secretary
General of the Irish Red Cross.

Miriam
O’Callaghan
began her TV
career on ITV's
This is your Life,
later becoming
a BBC producer
and reporter
on BBC2's  
Newsnight. She

returned to Ireland in 1993 to
present RTE's Marketplace, and in
1996 she became the presenter of
RTE's flagship current affairs
programme Prime Time.

To: Mary Carroll, IFA Equality Officer
Irish Farm Centre, Bluebell, Dublin 12, Ireland
Tel: +353 1 408 0048 / +353 86 8292590
Email: marycarroll@ifa.ie  Web: www.ifa.ie
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SPEAKERS BIOGRAPHIES

Jill Kerby
is a business
journalist and
b r o a d c a s t e r
with weekly
columns in The
F a r m e r ’ s
Journal and the
Sunday Times.
She is co-author

of the best selling TAB Guide on
Money, Pensions and Tax.

For all further information, please
contact the Conference Director:
Mary Carroll, IFA Equality Officer

Irish Farm Centre, Bluebell,
Dublin 12, Ireland

Tel: +353 1 408 0048 /
+353 86 8292590

Email: marycarroll@ifa.ie
www.ifa.ie
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The IFA is proud to announce this first-ever
conference for women in agriculture. Sponsored
by ACC Bank, the conference provides a

national forum where women can explore ways of
taking their rightful place in the future of Irish
agriculture.

Fast Forward - Driving the agenda for women in
agriculture marks the end of the talking phase. It is
time for the implementation phase. It is time to take
specific steps that will drive forward the agenda of
women in agriculture and the Irish farm family.

This action-driven conference will send a powerful
signal that the 2000 Report of the Advisory Group on
the Role of Women in Agriculture must be urgently
re-evaluated with a view to speedy action.

The conference will also provide delegates with a
timely opportunity to:

� Increase their knowledge about entitlements
and finance

� Influence the rural agenda in key ways

� Explore issues of mutual concern

� Benefit from extensive networking

The conference has been timed to coincide with
World Rural Women's Day, held annually in October
to celebrate the unique contribution of rural women
to the agricultural sector. The national significance of
this groundbreaking event is evidenced by the
decision of An Taoiseach, Bertie Ahern, TD to attend.

"The 2000 Advisory Group Report marked an
important beginning. Now is the time to review
the role of women in agriculture, and to
prioritise core recommendations for immediate
implementation."

Mary Carroll, Conference Director

THIS CONFERENCE WILL
REALLY CHANGE THINGS –
YOU SHOULD BE THERE

We invite you to be among the 300 delegates
attending this action-driven conference. You will be
joined by several overseas groups that have already

confirmed their attendance, including delegates from
Australia, the UK and other EU countries.

�Conference Director:
Mary Carroll, IFA Equality Officer

�10.45 Official Opening

Welcome Address - John Dillon, IFA President
Sponsors Welcome - Paddy Horgan, National Agri-
Business Manager ACC Bank

�Getting the information that will energise you to
take action.
Chair: Matt Dempsey, Editor, Irish Farmers Journal 

�11.15 Veronica Canning – You’d be great if you got
out of your own way.
Veronica will challenge delegates, and highlight the
main obstacles to women realising their true potential.
She will provide a toolbox of skills to cope with your
own resistance to changing and becoming truly
extraordinary.

�12.00 Jill Kerby – Entitlement, Empowerment,
Involvement
Jill will discuss the Personal Finance basics and how to
become financially independent. She will illustrate

how everyone must take greater personal
responsibility for their own actions.

�1.00-2.30 Lunch – kindly supported by Bord Bia
and an opportunity to visit the One-Stop Information
Shop

�Time for Change 
Chair: Miriam O'Callaghan, RTE's Primetime

�2.30 Keynote address: Cathy McGowan – Greater
Access – the Australian experience. Cathy will present
an overview of how rural women have moved forward
in Australia. She will also introduce successful working
models, including the Rural Womens Unit in the
Australian Department of Agriculture.

�3.15 Time for Action
Brief overview of main issues for women in
agriculture – Mary McGreal, Chair IFA’s Farm Family
Committee. Mary will outline the key issues for
women in agriculture and some of the core
recommendations of the 2000 Report of the Advisory
Group on the Role of Women in Agriculture and call
for immediate implementation of priority action.

Name

Address

Tel.

Email

Conference fee to include lunch and all
refreshments. Special rate of €25 for farm women
/individuals*
Others (Government, organisations etc) €50

Please make cheque payable to IFA and return to
Mary Carroll

*In order to encourage as many women in agriculture as possible to
attend, regardless of their circumstances, we are making available a
limited number of bursaries. Please contact Mary Carroll if you wish to
avail of this (strictest confidentiality assured.)

�Time to Move Forward
Panel discussion on the best way forward.

Panellists:

� Michael Berkery, General Secretary IFA

� John Maher, Assis Principal, Corporate Affairs,
Dept of Agriculture and Food 

� John Bohan, Principal Officer, Planning Section,
Department of Social and Family Affairs

� Dr AnneMarie McGauran, Manager NDP Gender
Equality Unit, Department of Justice, Equality
and Law Reform

� Dr Sally Shortall, School of Sociology and Social
Policy, Queen's University Belfast

� Larry O’Loughlin, CAO Teagasc, Technical Advisor
to the 2000 Advisory committee 

�Conference Declaration
Mary Carroll, Conference Director

�4.50 Closing Ceremony - An Taoiseach, Bertie
Ahern, TD

CRÈCHE FACILITIES
Crèche facilities can be made available on the day
if required. It is vital to book this in advance –
Please indicate if you need crèche facilities

Y N

Number of children

Ages of children

TRANSPORTATION TO THE CONFERENCE
Transport can be provided by IFA to the conference
venue for delegates from some regional locations,
but only where there is a minimum number of
registered delegates. Would you avail of such
transport?

Y N

Mary Carroll, IFA Equality Officer
Irish Farm Centre, Bluebell, Dublin 12, Ireland

Tel: +353 1 408 0048 / +353 86 8292590
Email: marycarroll@ifa.ie  Web: www.ifa.ie

CONFERENCE SCHEDULE

�

�

‘One-stop information shop’ 
Among the leading organisations that will have
information stands at the conference are: The

Department of Social and Family Affairs; Teagasc;
Citizen Information Centres; ACC Bank; FAS; VTOS;
National Centre for Guidance in Education; Leader;

Legal Information and more.

ACCBank, is a wholly owned subsidiary of
Rabobank Netherland, a 'AAA' rated bank.

World leaders in Agriculture and number one in
the markets they serve Rabobank are reinforcing
ACCBank's strategy to become the market leader

in delivering customer value to both the
Agri-Business and Small to Medium Enterprise
business sectors. To demonstrate its long-term
commitment to the Agri-Business sector, the
Bank has recruited a team of Agri-Business

Relationship Managers, who are also specialists
in Agriculture.

BOOKING FORM (Please return by 3rd Oct. 2003)

CONFERENCE LOCATION
The Croke Park conference centre is located in the Hogan Stand, and is accessed through the main entrance on Jones Road. The free car park is located just opposite this entrance.
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